
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  All CSCA Members 

 

From:  Danielle Sanchez, danielle@wpssgroup.com   

  Usha Mutschler, usha@wpssgroup.com 

   

Date:   October 16, 2017 

 

Re: Legislative Update – Governor’s Final Actions 

 

Sunday, October 15 was the deadline for the Governor to sign or veto all legislation on his desk 

for the 2017 legislative session. According to the Governor’s Office, the Governor signed 859 of 

the 977 bills that reached his desk in 2017.  Governor Brown vetoed 118 bills, creating a veto 

rate of 12%.  The frequency with which Governor Brown vetoed bills this year is similar to past 

years in his second stint as Governor, but significantly higher than his veto rate during his first 

administration, which was about 5% on average. 

 

Below are lists of signed and vetoed bills that we were tracking for CSCA in 2017. We have also 

included veto messages for your reference. We expect to see some of the bills that did not reach 

the Governor’s desk, or were vetoed, reintroduced during the 2018 legislative session. While 

there will be interim hearings and policy discussions over the next few months, the Legislature is 

now adjourned for the remainder of the year and will return formally on January 3, 2018. 

 

We would like to extend our appreciation to CSCA for their time and efforts in reviewing and 

engaging on several priority issues this year.  It is our continued honor to work with CSCA and 

look forward to representing you in the halls of the Capitol in 2018. 
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Chaptered/Signed Bills 

Measure Topic Status Summary 

AB 242 

Arambula D 

Certificates of 

death: veterans. 

9/11/2017-

Approved by the 

Governor. 

Chaptered by 

Secretary of State 

- Chapter 222, 

Statutes of 2017. 

Current law requires that each death be registered with 

the local registrar of births and deaths in the district in 

which the death was officially pronounced or the body 

was found. Current law sets forth the persons 

responsible for completing the certificate of death and 

the required contents of the certificate, including, but 

not limited to, the decedent’s name, sex, and 

birthplace. Certain violations of these requirements are 

a crime. This bill would require a person completing 

the certificate of death to record whether the decedent 

was ever in the Armed Forces of the United States. 

AB 356 

Bigelow R 

Human remains: 

disposition. 

9/1/2017-

Approved by the 

Governor. 

Chaptered by 

Secretary of State 

- Chapter 187, 

Statutes of 2017. 

Would authorize human remains to be transported 

from California to an adjacent state for disposition in 

that state without a death certificate or a permit for 

disposition if the remains are found within 50 miles of 

the California border and a licensed funeral 

establishment in the adjacent state is within 30 miles 

of the county border in which the decedent died, and 

the remains are released to that funeral establishment. 

Position: Support 

AB 967 

Gloria D 

Human remains 

disposal: alkaline 

hydrolysis: 

licensure and 

regulation. 

10/15/2017-Signed 

by the Governor 

Would, commencing July 1, 2020, require the 

Cemetery and Funeral Bureau to license and regulate 

hydrolysis facilities, as defined, and hydrolysis facility 

managers, and would enact requirements applicable to 

hydrolysis facilities substantially similar to those 

applicable to crematoria. By expanding the definition 

of crimes relating to the disposition of human remains 

and creating new crimes, this bill would impose a 

state-mandated local program. 

AB 1381 

Obernolte R 

Funeral 

establishments: 

apprenticeship 

training. 

7/31/2017-

Approved by the 

Governor. 

Chaptered by 

Secretary of State 

- Chapter 150, 

Statutes of 2017. 

The Cemetery and Funeral Act, defines an apprentice 

embalmer as a person engaged in the study of 

embalming under the instruction and supervision of a 

licensed embalmer who has had at least 2 years’ of 

practical experience as a licensed embalmer. Under 

current law, in order to qualify for approval, the 

funeral director is required to submit to the bureau a 

specified application demonstrating, among other 

things, that the funeral establishment will continue to 

have a full-time employed embalmer with not less 

than 2 years’ of practical experience as a licensed 

embalmer. This bill would instead require the funeral 

establishment to submit that application and would 

additionally authorize the funeral establishment to 

have a trade embalmer, as defined, who is hired by the 

establishment on a case-by-case basis, for purposes of 

satisfying the application requirements. 

AB 1726 

Committee 

on Health 

Vital records: 

confidentiality. 

9/1/2017-

Approved by the 

Governor. 

Chaptered by 

Secretary of State 

- Chapter 215, 

Would authorize access to the confidential portion of 

any certificate of live birth or fetal death, the 

electronic file of birth information, and the birth 

mother linkage information to the State Department of 

Public Health, the State Department of Health Care 

Services, and the Department of Finance, if those 

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=4Hgd6BEe1fCaC6FRbwlwdp2ASZ0uKWZFXIvZ69quoumQ3JLNM85pzB6ZQZfZFjFR
https://a31.asmdc.org/
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https://ad05.asmrc.org/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=E5WnsUk1Yglr43EkacA27yiY4r%2fqcG%2fnuaPud3lfqGpc0vsrZt%2b%2b9XXOagZQ6okw
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Statutes of 2017. departments agree to maintain confidentiality and 

request the information for official government 

business purposes as deemed appropriate by the State 

Registrar and to the birth hospital responsible for 

preparing and submitting a record of the birth or fetal 

death for purposes of reviewing and correcting birth or 

fetal death records. 

SB 179 

Atkins D 

Gender identity: 

female, male, or 

nonbinary. 

10/15/2017-Signed 

by the Governor 

Would enact the Gender Recognition Act. For 

purposes of obtaining a new birth certificate under the 

provisions above, the bill would delete the 

requirement that an applicant have undergone any 

treatment, and instead would authorize a person to 

submit to the State Registrar an application to change 

gender on the birth certificate and an affidavit 

attesting, under penalty of perjury, that the request for 

a change of gender is to conform the person’s legal 

gender to the person’s gender identity and not for any 

fraudulent purpose. 

SB 184 

Morrell R 

Social security 

number truncation 

program. 

10/9/2017-

Approved by the 

Governor. 

Chaptered by 

Secretary of State. 

Chapter 621, 

Statutes of 2017. 

Current law requires the county recorder of each 

county to establish a social security number truncation 

program in order to create a public record version of 

each official record, in an electronic format, and 

requires the social security number contained in the 

record to be truncated, as specified. Current law 

requires these provisions to apply to official records 

recorded on or after January 1, 1980, as specified. 

This bill, for each official record recorded before 

January 1, 1980, would authorize the county recorder 

to create a copy of that record in an electronic format 

and truncate any social security number contained in 

that record. 

 

Vetoed 

Measure Topic Status Summary 

AB 82 

Medina D 

Vital records: 

diacritical marks. 

10/9/2017-Vetoed 

by Governor.  

Would require the State Registrar to require the use of 

diacritical mark on an English letter to be properly 

recorded, when applicable, on a certificate of live birth, 

fetal death, or death, and a marriage license and would 

require the use of a diacritical mark to be deemed an 

acceptable entry by the State Registrar. The bill would 

provide that the absence of a diacritical mark on a 

certificate of live birth, fetal death, or death, or a 

marriage license does not render the document invalid 

nor affect any constructive notice imparted by proper 

recordation of the document.  

The Governor’s Veto Message can be found here:  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xh

tml?bill_id=201720180AB82 
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